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for which we are being punished, the blow is repeated
and poverty, distress, disease, and death finally remove
the incorrigible ones. It behooves us men to study
these terrible illustrations of the penalties which follow
on bad statesmanship, and of the sanctions by which
social laws are enforced. The economic cycle does
complete itself; it must do so, unless the social group is
to sink in permanent barbarism. A law may be passed
which shall force somebody to support the hopelessly
degenerate members of a society, but such a law can
only perpetuate the evil and entail it on future genera-
tions with new accumulations of distress.
The economic forces work with moral forces and are
their handmaidens, but the economic forces are far more
primitive, original, and universal. The glib generalities
in which we sometimes hear people talk, as if you could
set moral and economic forces separate from and in
antithesis to each other, and discard the one to accept
and work by the other, gravely misconstrue the realities
of the social order.
We have now before us the facts of human life out of
which the social problem springs. These facts are in
many respects hard and stern. It is by strenuous
exertion only that each one of us can sustain himself
against the destructive forces and the ever recurring
needs of life; and the higher the degree to which we
seek to carry our development the greater is the pro-
portionate cost of every step. For help in the struggle
we can only look back to those in the previous genera-
tion who are responsible for our existence. In the
competition of life the son of wise and prudent ances-
tors has immense advantages over the son of vicious and
imprudent ones. The man who has capital possesses
immeasurable advantages for the struggle of life over